KIKUNOSUKE ONOYE
IS A LADYLIKE GENTLEMAN

KIKUNOSUKE Onoye acts like a perfect
lady but he is far from being one* In fact,
Kikunosuke, who is one of Japan's leading oyamat
or impersonators of female parts for the kabukjy
loves to get his lily hands around the grimy grip
of a baseball bat and feel the kick of'a gun against
his shoulder,
"The day has passed when there should be
any stigma or implication of perversion attached
to our profession/' he explained to me in the
green room of the Kabukm one afternoon before
his act went on.1 "I admit that all of my collea-
gues do not agree with me, but there are a number
of us who intend to make things different I
think the day will come when there will be no
1The Kabukisa is tte top-ranking theatre where the
kdmti dramas, or old-style popular plays of the people, art
given,
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